In the .summer of 10:i0 began our survey of manuseript eolleetions in other institutions. Our present system of handling and ¡ireserving private pajiers resulted.
At the New Hampshire Historieal Society, Coneord, Otis Hammond, curator, the manuscripts were kept ¡n a large combination loeked vault. Many were bound in fine bindings, and other.s were ke])t in steel vertical filing cases. All envelopes and unimportant letters and papers were discarded.
Julius Herbert Tuttle of the Massachusetts Historieal Society, B(t.ston, curator in charge of their numerous and interesting collcetion.s, exhibited many manuscripts in cloth binding, others ready to be bound, and eontained in folders resembling leftal folders, but made dust proof by use of overlapping end.s. Eaeh volume or package was marked with the name of the collection and the catalog number, indicating the decade and year in which it belonged. All materials were chronologically arr;irigeil.
The New York Historical Society, New York City, had its materials chronologically arranged in pamphlet ítoxe.s, and
In 1Ü21 the final consignment of the great collection from General Grenville M. Dodge' was reeeived. Immediate and ince.s.sant requests for materials bearing on the value of railroad properties made by the railroad companies for their use in meet- After thn Dodge emergency .situation pa.ssed, and in the year li)2'J, a further and general study was made of the care of manuscripts. The Lihrary of Congress, through J. C. Fitz pat rick, assistant librarian of tlie manuseript division, advised: "Chronological arrangement of pa}>ers, wherever po.s.sible, is the arrangement whieh most sueeessfully meets the needs of the greater number of investigators. Strict ciironology is not, however, an ironclad rule, and in the ease of the Dodge papers as described it seems probable that it can be modified to some extent." At the same time Mr. Fitzijatriek sent his Iiroehure Notes on the Care, Cataloging, Calendaring and Arranging of Manuxcripts, wliich has been constantly .studied and in a great measure followed tliroughnut tlie development of our prineiples of arrangement and clas,sification of private papers.
Where a collection of ordinary letters has been accompanied by masses of receipted l)ills, canceled checks, newspaper clippings and the like, .separate cla.ssitication has been made, but classified and arrangetl chronologically so as to parallel the principal colicctiiin, regarding tlie faet that the identity of enclosures with the principal missives must always be retained.
We have separated them only when the over-bulk of the less Scarcely It-ss inipurtant to us tliaii tlic scttlinji iii)on the principles of classifying and liandliiig inati-riaKs was that of settling upon the type of receptacles in which to finally dcjjosit them.
We found containers differt-d in the offices and vaults of lawyers and other profe.ssional men, railroad and other quasi puhlic offieials and of puhlic officers. Those for different years often dilït red in the same depository as widely a.s other furniture and facilities and as widely as in different offices. The best one ran make of it is that the method in use and tbe styles of deviees have throughout prior years been the suggestions of stationery salesmen and "systems" recommended hy experts. In re])ositories of institution.s reseuihling ours there was al.so variety, hut in every instanee a higlier efficiency and greater simplicity than is to he found in the ordinary current l)U.siness or even arehives seetions of the offices and institutions alune referred to.
Miss Sally Shaw of the Mas.sachusetts Historical Society usrd the ease we show as illustration No. I. Doctor Albert Ru.slinell Hart of Harvard LIniversity ii.sed manila folders, with (-olorrd tahs so attached as to rivcal at a glance his classification. H.' fmplü\('d no boxes or containers which iniglit be Mkcnfcl to bound volumes we think preferable for Iiousing and for ready library admini.strntinn. Mr. William Coolidfíc I.ane, librarian of the. Widcntr Library, Cjimbridge (tlie maniisi'ript division at Harvard College), took us through that fine collecton of manuscript materials, the substance and variety of wbich seem unequaled.
but the containers were not uniform, and await some sucJi solution as wv arc fiidcavorinfí to arrive at in the present .study.
Mr. Viitor II. Pal.sits of the New York Public Library, a pioneer in better handling and bousing of public arcliives, exbibited a box idcntieal witb the one we use in our division of We found in the library of eongre.ss (and borrowed from Mr. Fitzpatrick) one of the cases u.sed by them for many of their unhound collections, and wiiich we show in our illustration No. 2. It was from the iirst and la.st named eases that we evolved one which for our purposes seems better adapted than any other of whieh we know. Illustration No. 3 will hetter explain than will our deseription. However, the ease i.s made from heavy binder's board, covered with blue vellum, eaeh back-stampeil in gilt letters with the name of the general collection, the inclusive years and the volume imniher. It may he objected that the. ini-Iiisive dates on each volume should be hack-stamped. That could he true only where a eolleetion is luyond tlic [lossilnlity <if gr()wth. We find that eolleetions of those dead forty years whicli reached us twenty years ago arc freqtiently augmented within the eurrent year hy scores of missives varying in dates through a range of twenty-iive years.
Our container is preferred for its resemblance to those after which it was patterned and for tlie combination of tiiose factors into one structure, then with the addition of the button and tie, which hold the flaps more nearly dust proof than any we examined. This is a mere eombination in this respect of details of the Library of Congress and the Massachusetts Historical Society containers, to whieh we added the button and tie.
With this container or folder slipped into the jacket backstamped as above de.scribed, our collection is amenable to all the rule.s of library classification and administration. It is dust proof, is readily identified on request, and favor.s avoidance of confusion through careless handling and displaying. Our next step will be to catalog aeeording to standard library methods.
Collections we have reeeived during recent years will .ill be handled and deposited upon the above system. Thev will be <-alendared according to tlu' library of Congress methods. This has been done in the instance of the papers of Alonzo Ahernethy,* Abeniethy was horn in Siindiisky. Ohio, April U. IM.IO. und died in p Florida. Feliriiary •21. iHj.í. In IHU tie removed t<i Fayette County. Iowa. taiiKlit school, a.rirl attended Kiirlln-rlirn .\i';ideti(y and CtiitaRo University. In IHiii hf Pidisfed as lirait sergeant in Conipuiy F. Ninth Iowa Infantry-, mid by the erni i>r Ilie war n^ie li> tlie rank of lieuteii:iiit culonel. He waa a niemlier of tlie General Assembly in isiiii. In 18T0 he became prlndpiil of the Uoiver-
